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FOREST LAND TAX BASE

The University of Montana School of Forestry has undertaken a study of the
affects of refining current property tax system on Montana’s forest land.
The study, funded jointly by the State of Montana and Federal Mclntyre-Stennis
Funds, will cost approximately $8,000 the first year and possibly as much the second
year, according to project Director William Gibson, UM forestry research associate.
The project will attempt to evaluate the incorporation of refinements in the
current forest land tax system and make recommendations for possible long range forest
land tax.adjustments.
It will study problems of updating the inventory system for tax purposes, the
affects of accretion and depletion reporting and investigate changes in timber land
classification procedure.
The study was requested by the Montana State Board of Equalization's Committee
on Timber Taxation.

A subcommittee comprising Wesley Stearns, chairman of the board

of county commissioners of Sanders County; E.B. Corrick, Anaconda Forest Products
Division land manager; Robert Griffes, assistant state forester-projects and planning;
Dr. William Pierce, UM forestry professor; and Gibson.
Forestry graduate students will be used to assist in the collection and analysis
of data for the study.
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